
Claiborne Christian School English III (11th Grade) Summer Reading Assignment 

David and Goliath by Malcolm Gladwell   

Your summer reading assignment is to read David and Goliath and answer the following 

questions. It is recommended that you purchase a copy of the book; however, you may borrow it 

as well.  

Carefully provide complete, thorough, and original answers for each of the questions that you 

will find on the following pages. I expect high-quality answers—not short phrases and one-

sentence answers. Look up any terms or words you do not know.  

Please type your responses in MLA style using a correct heading, double spacing, and Times 

New Roman 12-point font. Please number your responses accurately. You do not need to type 

the question. These questions are designed to help increase your comprehension of this book and 

prepare you for our in-class discussions. Bring your typed responses along with this assignment 

sheet and your book with you when you come to class. 

Please bring TWO copies of your responses! One copy I will collect for a grade on the first 

full day of school, August 18, 2016. The other copy you will keep for class discussion. You will 

also receive a grade for a READING CHECK TEST on the book, which will be taken on August 

18 as well. Please note that the test is designed to be easy if you read the book.  

If you have any questions, you may email me at erica.osborne@claibornechristian.org. Have a 

wonderful summer and happy reading!     

Mrs. Osborne 

 

Questions 

1. In the Introduction of David and Goliath, Gladwell puts forth his argument. This is his thesis. 

Explain his argument in your own words. 

2. As incoming sophomores, many of you read Outliers, also by Malcolm Gladwell.  In what 

ways does David and Goliath remind you of Outliers? In what ways does it differentiate itself 

from Outliers?     

3. The title of Part One is a paradox. Explain how this title is a paradox and why using a paradox 

piques the reader’s curiosity. (You may remember the definition of paradox from class, or you 

may need to look it up in a dictionary.)          

 4. What anecdotes from your own life might you reference as support or challenge of “Part I: 

The Advantage of Disadvantages?”  Consider specifically the chapter titled “Teresa DeBrito: 

‘My largest class was twenty-nine kids. Oh, it was fun’” and your own experiences with class 

size.   

5. Chapter Three (“Caroline Sachs: ‘If I’d gone to the University of Maryland, I’d still be in 

science’”) is particularly relevant as you explore your college options (and is one that you might 
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enjoy revisiting via YouTube, as Malcolm Gladwell presents it as a TED talk). What 

considerations does this chapter raise for you?  What questions might you want to ask of students 

and college admissions officers when you visit and tour schools?     

6. Drawing on your own life experience or from your study of history, what illustrations might 

you offer in support or challenge of “the theory of desirable difficulty” as presented in “Part II: 

The Theory of Desirable Difficulty”?    

7. What, for you, is the take-away from “Part III: The Limits of Power”?    

8. Malcolm Gladwell has been both praised and criticized for his use of anecdote in his social 

science observations. Which anecdotes resonate with you, and why?  Which anecdotes do you 

find less convincing, and why? 

 

Assessment  

A range (93-100%) – Essay answers indicate critical and close reading, thoughtful engagement 

and analysis. Very few if any grammatical or formatting errors are present. Academic voice. All 

directions are followed.   

B range (85-92%) – Essay answers predominantly critical and close reading, and mostly 

thoughtful engagement and analysis. Some, although few, grammatical or formatting errors may 

be present. Academic voice. All directions are followed.   

C range (77-84%) – Essay answers indicate some critical and close reading and analysis, 

although understanding of the text may be tangential or superficial. Very few if any grammatical 

or formatting errors are present. Academic voice. All directions are followed.  

D or F – (0-76%) These responses are not acceptable for English III level work.  It is unclear 

whether the book was read, or understood.  Multiple errors in grammar, voice and formatting 

may be present.   

 


